The 15th green at Killeen Castle

same schools lose four shots within a six-
month period.

“The Pelz short game system does
work,” says Carroll. "I gotan email recently
fromone student who said he had been go-
ing to places for 40-years and that this was
the best by far golf instruction he had ever
received.”

As the market recovers and people want
to invest in their games, the Pelz Scoring
Game School offers keen golfers the oppor-
tunity to partake in one-day ¢linics or two
and three-day schools.

The one-day clinic, for example, is
taught by the same Pelz instructors who
teach the schools and provides six hours
tuition on the basics of the short game and
putting,

The three-day Scoring Game School is
the premier golf instruction programme
and includes three full days of putting,
chipping, pitching, wedge and sand play
instruction and is designed to help golfers
improve the skills that affect their scores.

The Dave Pelz Scoring Game School
concentrates on the player’s short game.
Pclz, onc of the lcading tecachers in tlu,
game with Phil Mickelson among his lig¢

The two-day school is focused on wedge
play so that players learn the mechanics of
solid, short game shots plus essential skills
from 100-yards in. Both two and three-day
schools also provide video analysis.
Killeen Castle truly offers the full pack-
age. There is PGA tuition on the long game
available at the coaching studio and driv-
ing range with head professional McCan-
nv, a native of Derry, who was appointed to
the position in April 2011 in the run-up to
the Solheim Cup. McCanny has taken over
the management of the club’s golf shop,
coaching and golf services department.
“When the opportunity came about to
work here [ jumped at it. I joined the club
at a very exciting time for Killeen Castle,
the Ladies Irish Open attracted 28,000
spectators and the Solheim Cup upwards
of 80,000, which shows the kind of appeal
this place has,” says McCanny, who brings
a wealth of experience to his role.
Literally side-by-side with the long
game teaching studio is the highly-

of clicnts, trains his staff' to tmch golf¢
the skills that most affect their scorcs.

acclaimed ForeGolf custom build club-
making operation, which won the 2010
World Clubmaker of the Year award. It
was the [irst time that a clubmaker out-
side of the United States was recognised
with the award.

Derek Murray, owner of ForeGolf, and
his staff cater for the full spectrum of
golfers: from tour players to high-hand-
icappers, delivering a service that offers
bespoke club-making.

“We are aimed at people who want
to improve and who are happy to invest
in their equipment. There is little point
coming to us if you are not thinking of
engaging in the latest technology or that
you want to play better through the equip-
ment. No matter how many lessons you

2o for, if the equipment you are playing

is wrong, if it’s poor or if it’s old, then it
is going to be diflicult to be deal with
playing against golfers who are using
the equipment designed for today,” says
Murray.
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“We focus on every single golfer in
terms of handicap, because we have 11
different brands, and we have the compo-
nents to make it suits every level of golfer,
from tour players but also up to 27, 28, 29,
30 handicappers who want to invest in
equipment. They don't know what to buy
but want to get the very best to play with,
that's what we do.”

ForeGolf, according to Murray, is “com-
pletely performance and result based,
rather than just saying, ‘it’s a new driver,
put itin the bag’. We are into what it's go-
ing to do, how it is going to work with you,
what is the result going to be and we can
test you to show you that.”

He adds: “"We like to have the latest
technology or the latest product that’s
available, but don’t necessarily get people
to change every year. We make sure that
when they do want to change, that they
get the very best and we build it to suit
so it works exactly with them. If they go
for lessons, it is easier. If they go out on
the golf course, it is easier. It is just about
making the game easier through using the
right product and the right equipment.
Building is the big thing. We fit to build
so that our performance is greater, which
works at top level, so it should work at
normal level too.”

If there is a preconceived notion that
bespoke club building will take longer
than traditional methods, you would be
wrong. ForeGolf can usually have the new
clubs to the player within a week to 10-
days. And, with regards to cost, Murray
makes the point that he was in New York
recently and was surprised to discover
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that clubs were almost twice the price.

The explanation? “It’s not that expen-
sive because we buy in components and
we can build it. We cut out a lot of the
middle ground cost and, because we are
able to buy in components, we can buy
a lot better, it’s easier to buy all the bits
separately and put them together at less
cost. To be honest, we are very reasonable
considering what you get. If you look at
the quality of the shaft, we're no more
than recommended retail price, no more
than what you'd buy online. It is a bit of
no-brainer because you're not paying that
much more for what you get. Pay for the
time in the bay, €100 for the session, but
after that, you're not really paying much
more than if vou bought it custom made.”

You won’t find clubs hanging on walls
or on the shelves in ForeGolf, which is
part of its true appeal. “No, we don'’t have
anything on the floor or on the walls. It’s
all about the workshop. People come in
and they see the clubs being made, it's all
about being built and notjust out of a box.
The quality and fit of a club is nothing un-
lessitis built right. .. when you get some-
one in the (studio) bay, you then replicate
it exactly for specs in the workshop and
the golfer gets exactly what he or she is
being tested for.”

The Pelz Short Game School. The PGA
tuition on the long game. The ForeGolf
club makers. All this plus the Jack Nick-
laus Signature championship course, the
stunning castle, the estate heritage, ease
of access, not to mention the exemplary
level of service, Killeen Castle really is the
perfect package.

ForeGolf's Derek Murray at his
wnrkshq&_g_t_ Killeen Castle
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